


A fascinating relic of the Edwardian era

THE CORRUGATED
CLASSROOM

What is this building andwhy is it here?
In 1908 the governors of Berwick Grammar School commissioned a new
building. Responding to demands in education for
more practical subjects, they wanted a technical
classroom where boys could learn woodwork and
metalwork. A bike store was also part of the plan as
pupils were now coming to school on bikes in sufficient
numbers to need a place to store them. By this time,
the bicycle was an affordable reality for many people
– even schoolboys could own them.

Who designed it?
The governors asked Speirs & Co. of Glasgow to design, supply and erect
the building. Beautiful hand-coloured elevations and original plans
survive in the Berwick archives.

What is it made of?
Corrugated iron, an innovative building material invented early in the
nineteenth century, was the perfect choice for a low cost, easy to
maintain, functional building like this. Firms such as Speirs & Co.
produced everything from cottages to chapels and sent them in flat
packs across the world. Even Queen Victoria had a ballroom made of
corrugated iron in the grounds at Balmoral.

Why is it so special?
As well as being a fascinating and very rare corrugated iron building,
inheriting a Grade II* listing from the Grammar School, the classroom
tells part of the story of education and life in Berwick-upon-Tweed. And
it still has plenty of life left for a variety of purposes.

Participant in an existential struggle, and
part of the Grammar School’s history

What’s an Armstrong Hut?
Armstrong huts were built in World War I to serve and house the surge
of volunteers who joined Kitchener’s new army, and predates the more
famous Nissen hut. This narrower hut is an evolution of Armstrong’s
original design.

Who designed it?
Major Bertie Armstrong and a team of Royal
Engineers designed 17 different types of hut to
create camps for the expanding Army. When they
presented their ideas, the Army adopted them
despite Lord Kitchener considering them
“unnecessarily good.”

What is it made of?
This hut is wooden. The original Armstrong huts
were clad in corrugated iron, but there was a
shortage since the Germans had the monopoly on
the zinc used to waterproof the iron, so wood was
then used instead.

Why is it here?
The hut was acquired by the Berwick Education Committee in 1920
from the army camp at Blyth, and adapted for classroom use.

Why is it so special?
It’s a rare survivor of a turbulent time: such huts were as much a part of
the experience of the war as the trenches. It’s also integral to the
Grammar School’s history, having hosted classes for nearly a century.
Once renovated, it will have much to offer, both practically and in
contributing to the town’s unique heritage.
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